
No Parade Parking 
Along Main Street 

There will be no parking along 
Main Street in downtown Marion 
from 3 p.m., until after Saturday’s 
Christmas Parade. Both sides of 
Main Street from Depot Street to 
the traffic light at Bellville Street 
will be coned off starting two 
hours before the 5 p.m., parade. 
Local law enforcement cautions 
parents to be especially attentive 
to children seeking candy by 
going into the street as motorized 
vehicles pass by. Judges and Mas-
ter of Ceremonies Cutter Singleton 
will be located on the balcony of 
Frazer Law Office. The Chamber of 
Commerce and Partners Insurance 
are organizing the parade. Judges 
will select the top three entries in 
categories of Business, Church 
and Organization. Shanna West is 
grand marshal. 

 

City Leaf Collection 
will ends this week 

Leaf collection will end this 
week as crews work Thursday 
through the southeast quadrant of 
Marion and then finish up on Fri-
day with a general pickup day to 
address any missed areas across 
the city. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will have a special meeting 
at 4 p.m., Monday, Dec. 9 to meet 
with its engineer on the district’s 
planned expansion project. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, Dec. 9. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
meets at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 12 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 12,  
in the Crittenden County Volun-
teer Fire Department/Emergency 
Operations Center at 275 Indus-
trial Drive. All interested parties, 
emergency responders and local 
emergency planners are encour-
aged to attend this annual meet-
ing where community 
preparedness is discussed. 

•Marion City Council meets at 5 
p.m., Monday, Dec. 16 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council meets at 
7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 16, at city 
hall. 

•Salem City Council meets at 5 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 17, at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Middle 
School’s monthly Site-Based, De-
cision-Making Council will meet at 
3:45 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 18 on 
campus. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Over the last few months, 

local leaders have begun to 
take notice of cash flow is-
sues developing at Critten-
den County Detention Center 
that Jailer Athena Hayes 
says are a direct result of 
statewide efforts to reduce 
incarceration rates and man-
age prison populations more 
effectively, and perhaps even 
more significant are nearly 
unbearable cost increases 
due to inflation.  

Hayes spoke to magistrates 
a couple of weeks ago during 
November’s fiscal court meet-
ing. She pointed to a number 
of factors affecting both sides 
of the jail’s budget. 

"Honestly, the biggest chal-
lenge that we've had is infla-
tion. It's not necessarily the 
number of inmates that we've 
got. It's the inflation that 
we've been dealing with hav-
ing to pay for the same 
amount of inmates that we 
had before,” Hayes told The 
Press following that meeting. 
"When you almost double 
food costs, when you almost 
go 40% on utilities, it's going 
to cost us more." 

The jail operates on a fiscal 
year which begins on July 1. 
Figures presented in accom-
panying tables as part of this 
report represent both fiscal 
and calendar year sum-

maries. 
As for spending outpacing 

revenue in the current fiscal 
year, the county has been 
supplementing the jail from 
the general fund recently in 
order for the detention center 
to make payroll.  

Over the past six years, the 
jail has operated in the 
black, so the county’s finan-
cial support recently is some-
thing unusual. 

Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom 
says there is still time in the 
fiscal year for things to 
straighten out, and the jailer 
agrees. She says inmate pop-
ulation is already ticking up 

the last couple of weeks. 
The fiscal year ends June 

30. 
The jail’s bi-weekly payroll 

is around $85,000, which in-
cludes benefits and employer 
matching taxes. During the 
current fiscal year, the deten-
tion center has spent around 
$137,000 more than it’s 
taken in. For the calendar 
year, that figure is even 
greater, indicating a deeper 
trend. 

As of October 2024, a de-
tailed analysis of inmate pop-
ulation trends highlights 
significant shifts across vari- 
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                                 Receipts          Disbursements 
January           $328,074.27            $368,398.33 
February         $300,029.31            $300,029.31 
March              $300,029.31            $320,641.24 
April                $291,729.98            $289,049.36 
May                 $359,549.77            $285,072.60 
June                $288,765.43            $313,367.83 
July                 $307,790.50            $455,073.94 
August            $325,610.57            $304,080.78 
September      $275,557.82            $281,724.04 
October           $291,710.34            $296,714.08   
TOTAL                   $3,068,847.3              $3,214,151.51

I
N  _____ 

O 
U 
T

Receipts | Disbursements 

In 2024 at County Jail

As inflation drives up costs 
at detention center, inmate 
census figures trend down

HOLIDAY Things to Do 
•The Living Christmas 

Tree hosted by the Com-
munity Arts Foundation 
will have the following 
shows at Fohs Hall. 

NIGHTTIME SHOWS 7 p.m. 
Sat., Dec. 7, Fri., Dec. 13, Sat., Dec. 14 

DAYTIME SHOWS 2 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 8, Sun., Dec. 15 

Free Admission  
Donations Accepted 

f d f d f d f d 

 
•Fredonia Christmas Pa-

rade’s “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas” is at 6 
p.m., Friday, Dec. 6. 
Grand marshal is the cast 
and crew from Feagan’s 
Furniture. 

•Marion’s Christmas Pa-
rade is scheduled for 5 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7. 
The parade’s theme will 
be White Nights and Magi-
cal Lights. Parade lineup 
info will be available 
Thursday. 

•Following Marion’s pa-
rade, the Lions Club will 
host its free Supper with 
Santa at the fairgrounds 
Agriculture Building. 

•Eddyville will host 
Christmas in the Park Fri-
day, Dec. 6 from 4 to 8 
p.m., at Eddyville City 
Park. There will be a pa-
rade, ice skating, ginger-
bread bouncy house, 
Christmas train and car-
riage rides. Families can 
enjoy caroling and savor 
coffee or treats from a 
food truck while waiting to 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus 
in person. 

•Free on Saturday, Dec. 
7 at Fohs Hall is a chil-
dren’s event. It will in-
clude a reading of the 
How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas, a scavenger 
hunt, crafts and Santa will 
be there. The event is 
from 10 a.m., until noon. 

•Main Street in Union-
town, Union County, will 
come alive on Sunday, 
Dec. 8, from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. Local residents will 
portray scenes inspired by 
some of the most beloved 
Christmas movies and 
stories, bringing cherished 
holiday memories to life. 
Visitors are invited to 
enjoy this festive event 
from the comfort of their 
cars in a special drive-
through experience. 

•Crittenden County Ex-
tension is offering classes 
Dec. 9-11 to make 
wreaths and evergreen 
balls. Classes are held at 
the Extension Annex.  

•Caldwell County Cham-
ber of Commerce’s 
Christmas Parade, “Sweet 
Christmas,” is at 5 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 13. 

•Deer Creek Church Live 
Nativity is 6-8 p.m., on 
Dec. 14, 15, 16 & 17.  

•Cumberland River 
Homes’ “Christmas Laugh 
Out Loud” celebration and 
fundraising event is Dec. 
13 at Salem Baptist 
Church. 

•Sturgis Christmas Pa-
rade will be at 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, Dec. 14 with a 
special guest - Santa 
Claus!  

STAFF REPORT 
Development of a housing 

complex on McMican Road, 
located near the park and 
fairgrounds, is making 
strides toward completion, 
even spending some of last 
week’s holiday period work-
ing to get ahead on the proj-
ect. 

Managed by Homeland, 
Inc., the development is set 
to provide 48 housing units 
tailored primarily to seniors 

aged 55 and older or disabled 
residents. 

Katrina Myers oversees 
Belleville Manor and the de-
veloping Cole Springs proper-
ties. Construction crews, she 
said, are trying to get ahead 
of schedule so applications 
can begin being taken in 
March for at least some of 
the units. Myers explains 
that a community center and 
the property headquarters 

will be built on the east side 
of McMican Road. That will 
be the first side finished and 
the first to be occupied, she 
added.  

The $10.5 million project, 
funded with $9.8 million in 
federal tax credits through 
the Kentucky Housing Cor-
poration, includes a mix of 
one-, two-, and three-bed-
room units. Rental prices for 
a one-bedroom apartment 
are expected to start at $450,  

 
See COLE/page 9 

Listen to our morning 
podcast M-W-F on your 
drive to work, or any-
time for that matter. 
Stay informed on local 
news & sports. Find it 
at The Press Online.

STAFF REPORT 
A Texas man accused of firing a 

9mm handgun from his tractor-
trailer into another vehicle on Inter-
state 24 will face trial at 9 a.m. 
Thursday in Lyon Circuit Court. As-
sistant Commonwealth Attorney 
Chad Nelson will prosecute the case. 

Leland Bernard Blake, 60, of Dal-
las, was indicted a year ago by a 
Lyon County Grand Jury on two 
counts of felony wanton endanger-
ment following an incident in August 

2023.  
According to allegations, Blake 

fired at least two shots that struck 
an SUV driven by Laurie Yates of 
Marion. Yates was traveling home 
from Nashville with her teenage 
nephew when the shots were fired 
along I-24 between Exits 56 and 45, 
near the Lyon-Trigg county line. 

Neither Yates nor her nephew were 
injured in the incident. Blake has 
been out on bond since shortly after 
the alleged incident.
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Apps could be accepted in March
Cole Springs working extra to get ahead

A new 48-unit housing complex inside the city on McMican Road should be done by summer.

Trucker accused in shooting on trial this week
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McKinney 

Judy Marie McKinney, 
81, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, 2024 at 
her home. 

The Hobart, Ind., 
native was an entrepre-
neur and small business 
owner. 

Surviving are a son, 
Chris (Faith Ann) McKin-
ney; a sister, Diane Sea-
mans; four 
grandchildren, Dustin 
McKinney (Kinsee Wat-
kins), Sierra Subartow-
icz, Shanelle McKinney 
and Kristina McKinney; 
and six great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Larry McKinney; her par-
ents, Harold and Freeda 
David Sinks; a brother; 
two daughters, Dawn 
Bernsten and Lisa Sub-
artowicz; and a grand-
son, Robert McKinney. 

A memorial service is 
planned at a later date. 

Myers Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 

 
Kirk 

Kathy Sue Kirk, 66, of 
Marion, died Sunday, 
Nov. 24, 2024 at her 
home. 

Surviving are three 
sons, James Lewis, Rian 
Lewis and Billy Kirk; a 
sister, Judy Calvert; a 
brother, Ricky Warner;  
and special friend Tim Pi-
mental. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
L..C. and Mary McFall 
Keller. 

There are no services 
planned at this time. 
Myers Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 

 
Cozart 

Spencer Lavell Cozart, 
62, of Paducah died Mon-
day, Nov. 18, 2024 at 
Owensboro Health Re-
gional Hospital. 

He was a member of 
Ninth Street Church of 
Christ and 
was pre-
viously em-
ployed with 
the city of 
P a d u c a h 
as a sani-
t a t i o n 
worker. 

Surviving are his 
spouse, Alicia Cozart; 
four daughters, Jasmine 
McMack in -Ha t che r , 
Amber Neal, Sydney Co-
zart, Lechina; four grand-
children; five siblings, 
Jacqueline Cozart, Step-
hon Cozart, David Co-
zart, Angela Cozart and 
Auriana Tuttle; a step-
son, Timothy Neal; and 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Sammy Lee Cozart and 
Eva Mary Louise Donald 
Hill; his stepfather, 
Charles Hill; a brother 
and a sister. 

Services are Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at Christ Temple 
Apostolic Church with 
Rev. Anthony Walton and 
Rev. David Cozart offici-
ating. Burial will follow at 
Oak Grove Cemetery. 

Family and friends 
may visit Saturday at the 
church from 9:30 a.m. 
until the funeral hour.  

Pettus Rowland Fu-
neral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 

 
Jackson 

Lucille Emmaline 
Jackson, 79, of Burna, 
died Monday, Nov. 25, 
2024 at Baptist Health 
Paducah. 

She attended Hampton 
United Methodist 
Church.  She was a cer-
tified nursing assistant 
at several healthcare fa-
cilities over the years. 

Surviving are four chil-
dren, Steve Allen 
(Kimberly) Burchard of 
Burna, Dwayne Clifford 
Burchard of Salem, Lisa 
Marie (Billy) Arflack of 
Marion and Malana Sue 
(Brian) Burchard-Dukes 
of Carrsville; 10 grand-
children, Heather Ban-
ning, Dallas Burchard; 
Emma Burchard, Amber 
Lockhart, Mitchell Pool, 
Marietta Burchard, Ash-
ley Nicole Burchard, 
Amber Necole Nolan, Alli-
son Paige Arflack and 
Payton Dukes; a sister, 
Mary Evelyn Jackon of 
Hampton; 11 great-
grandchildren; two 
nieces, Phyllis Ann Curry 
Schellenberger and 
Jonna Jackson; and two 
nephews, David Lynn 
(Evelyn) Curry and 
Bobby Neil Jackson. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Barry Allen Burchard; 
two brothers, Neil Jack-
son and Walter Carl 
Jackson; and her par-
ents, George Walter “Sto-
ney” Jackson and Eliza 
Lucille Barnes Jackson. 

Arrangements are in-
complete at Boyd Fu-
neral Directors. 

 
Cunningham 

Sherron G. Cunning-
ham, 70 of Symsonia, 
died Sunday, Nov. 17, 
2024 at Passion & Pur-
pose Homecare in Mur-
ray. 

She was 
born in Pa-
ducah on 
May 21, 
1954 to the 
late Billy 
and Sue 
G a t l i n .  
She gradu-
ated from Reidland High 
School in 1972 and Mur-
ray State University in 
1979, where she earned 
her master's in education 
and guidance counseling.  
She taught school in 
Crittenden County and 
retired as a guidance 
counselor from Reidland 
High School.  She was a 
member of Symsonia 
Methodist Church.   

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Cari (Tommy) 
Thompson  of Benton; a 
brother, Joe (Suzie) Gat-
lin  of Bailey, Colo.; two 
grandchildren, Kayla 
Wood of Symsonia and 
Tori (Audie) Cherry of the 
Philippines; and two 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Silas and Noah Lynn 
Cherry. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
and soulmate of 37 
years, Ronnie Cunning-
ham; two brothers, 

Tommy Gatlin and Terry 
Gatlin; a sister, Donna 
Smith; and her parents. 

Services were Sat-
urday, Nov. 30 at Collier 
Funeral Home with her 
nephew, Jerry Walker 
and Keith Osborne offici-
ating. Burial was in Oak 
Level Cemetery in Ben-
ton. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Hearts 4 Babies, Lone 
Oak First Baptist 
Church, 3601 Lone Oak 
Rd., Paducah, KY 42003. 
 
Engler 

Vanda C. Engler, 85, of 
Burna, died Thursday, 
Nov. 28, 2024 at her 
home. 

She loved her family 
and her dog Lucy. She 
enjoyed birds, cooking, 
Hallmark movies and 
chocolate. 
She worked 
at Siemens 
for over 30 
years and 
she at-
t e n d e d 
H o p e w e l l 
C u m b e r -
land Presbyterian 
Church.  

Surviving are a son, 
James (Robin) Dickerson 
of Grand Rivers; five 
step-children, Johnnie 
(Susie) Engler, Sue (Ver-
non) Ellis, Peggy (Lanny) 
Woods, Nancy Tynes and 
Alberta Wright; a sister, 
Mary Lou Girandot; three 
grandchildren, Whitney 
(Brian) Slayden, Jourdan 
Dickerson, Dakota 
(Becky) Dickerson; and a 
great-grandchild; River 
Slayden. 

She was preceded in 
death by three sisters, 
Helen Wolfington, Doris 
Moffitt and Opal Lee; two 
brothers, Don Binkley 
and Jr. Binkley; her first 
husband, Henry Richard 
Dickerson, Jr.; her sec-
ond husband, Johnnie 
Engler; and her parents, 
James Corbett and Sally 
Binkley. 

Service were Monday, 
Dec. 2 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Service. 
Burial was in Hampton 
Cemetery. 
 
Doublin 

The lovely Amanda 
Rose Easley Doublin, 64, 
of West Paducah, died 
Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 
at Baptist Health Padu-
cah. She was a member 
of Salt and Light Com-
m u n i t y 
C h u r c h 
and Mil-
b u r n 
C h a p e l 
C u m b e r -
land Pres-
b y t e r i a n 
Church.  

Surviving are her hus-
band, Charles Doublin of 
West Paducah; two  
daughters, Lynde Dou-
blin of Kevil and Olivia 
Raisor of West Paducah; 
her mother, Marianna 
Easley of Marion; a 
brother, Anthony Easley 
of Marion; and a sister, 
Melinda Dunlap of Chi-
cago.  

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Wil-
lard Easley. 

Services were Wednes-

day, Dec. 4 at Salt and 
Light Community 
Church. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

 Amanda's time with us 
may have been short-
lived, yet the joy and 
laughter she brought will 
forever be cherished. She 
leaves a legacy defined by 
love, servitude and kind-
ness that will continually 
brighten the lives of 
those who were around 
her. Her memory will en-
dure as a radiant spirit, 
whose light shone 
brightly, despite the un-
fortunate brevity of her 
time on this earth. In lieu 
of gifts, we were request-
ing donations for the 
headstone, maintenance 
of the homestead, and 
funeral expenses. Every-
one keep checking in and 
praying as Mom would 
do! 

Thank y'all so much for 
being with us during this 
time of loss. Love Charlie, 
Lynde, Olivia, Austin, 
Logan. Paid obituary 

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, Dec. 5 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.   
Thursday, Dec. 12 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center. 
• Virgil Jones VFW in Marion will meet at 6:30 p.m., at 
412 N. College St., in Marion. Refreshments served 
after meeting. 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 
• Crittenden County Elementary School SBDM will 
meet at 4 p.m., in the school library. 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 
• Crittenden County Middle School SBDM will meet at 
3:45 p.m., in the principal’s office. 
Thursday, Dec. 19 
• Crittenden County High School SBDM will meet at 
3:30 p.m., in the school library. 
• Crittenden County Public Library board of directors 
will meet at 5 p.m. 
• Friends of the Crittenden County Public Library will 
meet at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 21 
• An all-you-can eat breakfast will be held from 7-10 
a.m. at Salem Masonic Lodge #81.The lodge is lo-
cated at 237 W. Main St., Salem.  Cost is $6. 

Deaths

2
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STAFF REPORT 
Western Kentucky Ed-

ucational Cooperative's 
(WKEC) Adult Education 
Department held its 2024 
Graduation and Awards 
Ceremony on Nov. 19 at 
the Webster County Li-
brary in Dixon. This cele-
bratory event recognized 
hard work and achieve-
ments of adult learners 
as well as the community 
partners who support 
their success. 

A highlight for Critten-
den County was the 
graduation of Alicia York, 
who earned her GED. 
York’s accomplishment is 
a testament to her perse-
verance and dedication. 
Growing up in a migrant 
farming family that was 
originally from Mexico, 
York moved frequently as 
a child, making it difficult 
to complete a traditional 
high school education. 
Now in her 40s and em-
ployed at Siemens, York’s 
journey exemplifies the 
resilience and determina-
tion of adult learners in 
the region, said Cindy 
Jenkins, Crittenden 
County Adult Education 
coordinator and instruc-
tor. 

The event also cele-

brated other achieve-
ments. Notably, Laura 
Koon, Rita Templeton 
and Robin Thornton re-
ceived certifications as 
Child Development Asso-
ciates (CDA), which posi-
tions them to make 
meaningful contributions 
in early childhood educa-
tion at Chapel Hill Head 
Start. 

Community organiza-
tions and partners were 
honored for their critical 
role in supporting adult 
education. Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom and repre-
sentatives from Chapel 
Hill Head Start, including 
Malorey Gray and Lynda 
McCord, received Partner 
Awards for their contri-
butions to student suc-
cess.  

Judge Newcom and the 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court were specifically 
recognized for providing 
the Adult Education pro-
gram a headquarters in-
side the former National 
Guard Armory.  

 “We’re very grateful for 
the space provided in the 
armory,” Jenkins said, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of community part-

nerships in fostering ed-
ucation. 

The Adult Education 
Department continues to 
expand its reach through 
workplace enhancement 
programs, forging new 
partnerships with local 
businesses and services. 
One example is the sup-
port provided to Head 
Start’s Child Develop-
ment program, where the 
Adult Education team 
helps candidates prepare 
extensive application 
portfolios. 

Chrissy Bush, an out-
reach specialist for 
WKEC Adult Education, 
serves as a vital contact 
for businesses interested 

in collaborating on work-
force training. These ef-
forts align with WKEC’s 
broader mission to em-
power learners and 
strengthen local 
economies. 

Reflecting on the jour-
ney of GED recipients 
like York, Jenkins noted 
the significant challenges 
adult learners overcome. 
“Earning a GED is a chal-
lenging process,” she 
said.  

York’s story, along with 
the success of others, 
highlights the power of 
education and the com-
munity’s role in making 
these achievements pos-
sible, Jenkins added. 

FBI tips to 
avoid being 
scammed 

 
Unfortunately, scam-

mers see the holiday sea-
son as an opportunity to 
exploit generosity and 
good cheer. The FBI 
warns that online holiday 
scams are on the rise, 
and no one is immune. 

It often starts inno-
cently. You’re scrolling 
online and spot a too-
good-to-be-true deal on a 
must-have item. Before 
you know it, you’ve 
handed over your credit 
card information, only to 
discover that the item 
will never arrive. Accord-
ing to the FBI’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center 
(IC3), Americans lost over 
$309 million to non-de-
livery and non-payment 
scams in 2023, with an-
other $173 million stolen 
through credit card 
fraud. 

Scammers use tactics 
like auction fraud, phish-
ing schemes, and fake 
“authorized dealers” to 
target victims. They may 
even impersonate buyers 
or sellers on legitimate 
platforms, often insisting 
on payment through pre-
paid gift cards or wire 
transfers – major red 
flags. 

To avoid falling victim, 
verify who you’re dealing 
with. Research compa-
nies, read reviews, and 
stick to secure websites 
with “https.” Avoid click-
ing suspicious links or 
attachments, and never 
provide sensitive infor-
mation via email. When 
paying, use a credit card 
for its fraud protection 
and monitor your state-
ments closely. 

If you suspect a scam, 
report it to the FBI’s IC3 
(ic3.gov) and notify your 
bank. Sharing these 
warnings with neighbors 
or at church can prevent 
others from being tar-
geted. 

The holidays should be 
about giving, not being 
taken. The FBI urges 
everyone to remain vigi-
lant this season. 

Pictured are (clock-
wise from left) Head 
Start’s Malorey Gray 
and Adult Education 
Coordinator/Instruc-
tor Cindy Jenkins; a 
group of those hon-
ored, including 
Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom, 
Laura Koon, David-
son, Robin Thorn-
ton, Rita Templeton 
and Adult Education 
outreach specialist 
Chrissy Bush; and 
below right is Crit-
tenden County GED 
graduate Alicia York. 

Community partnerships recognized 

York graduates from WKEC



Riverview Park posts 
busy October report 

Riverview Park, formerly 
known as Dam 50, continues to 
attract outdoor enthusiasts with 
its blend of modern and rustic 
camping options alongside a 
range of recreational amenities. 
During the month of October, 
the park saw a total of 123 RV 
nights reserved and 10 tent 
nights. The seven concrete RV 
pads, equipped with power, 
water, and wastewater hookups, 
remain a favored choice among 
campers, while the primitive tent 
camping area provides a 
budget-friendly option for those 
seeking a more traditional out-
door experience. 

Financially, the park gener-
ated $1,240 in revenue in Octo-
ber from RV site reservations 
and $50 from tent site reserva-
tions. All revenue collected goes 
directly toward maintaining and 
improving the park’s facilities, 
which include a dock, restrooms, 
a basketball goal and pavilion. 

Riverview Park camping rates 
are $5 per night for tents and 
$20 for RVs with full amenities. 
Reservations are made simple 
through the online platform at 
CrittendenCountyKy.org, en-
abling easy access for visitors 
from near and far.  

 

County’s animal shelter 
submits monthly report 

Crittenden County Animal 
Shelter began October with 34 
dogs in-house and 32 in foster 
care. Over the course of the 
month, 55 new dogs were 
brought into the shelter. No-
tably, 22 dogs were successfully 
sent to rescue organizations, six 
were reclaimed by their owners 
and seven were adopted into 
new homes. Unfortunately, two 
dogs passed away due to med-
ical issues, and none escaped 
during the reporting period. 

At the end of October, the 
shelter housed 52 dogs, with 32 
remaining in foster care. 

In its report last month to the 
fiscal court, the shelter also re-
ported $925 in revenue, includ-
ing $560 from pet adoptions, 
$125 from reclaim fees, $225 in 
donations and smaller contribu-
tions from dog licenses and 
sponsorships. 

 

Sprague on Dean’s List 
Emma Sprague of Henshaw in 

Union County as been named to 
the 2024 summer trimester 
Dean's List at Palmer College of 
Chiropractic's Main Campus in 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Palmer College of Chiroprac-
tic, the first and largest college 
in the chiropractic profession, 
has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port 
Orange, Fla. 

 

State aims to further 
lower income tax rate 

At the recent Kentucky Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Legislative 
Preview Conference in Lexing-
ton, Republican leaders outlined 
priorities for the upcoming leg-
islative session. House Speaker 
David Osborne and Senate Presi-
dent Robert Stivers affirmed 
plans to quickly advance a bill 
reducing Kentucky’s income tax 
to 3.5%, continuing a pathway 
toward elimination, according to 
reporting by Kentucky Today. 

However, local tax reform 
faces hurdles, requiring consti-
tutional changes. The Kentucky 
League of Cities seeks to mod-
ernize revenue options for mu-
nicipalities, a proposal 
supported by the Chamber. 

Leaders also discussed Ken-
tucky’s housing crisis, education 
reform and emerging policies on 
artificial intelligence. Republi-
cans’ supermajority ensures 
their legislative agenda faces 
minimal opposition. 

 

Historic KY ferry 
closing for a time 

Valley View Ferry, a historic 
transportation service carrying 
cars and light trucks across the 
Kentucky River between Fayette, 
Jessamine and Madison counties 
via KY Highway 169, has sus-
pended operations for essential 
repairs and recertification. The 
shutdown is expected to last one 

to two months. 
Operating under U.S. Coast 

Guard (USCG) regulations, the 
ferry’s current Certificate of In-
spection, mandatory for opera-
tion, is nearing expiration. To 
comply, the ferry barge will be 
removed from the water and 
placed in dry dock for its routine 
five-year inspection. 

During this time, USCG in-
spectors will thoroughly exam-
ine the vessel, and the ferry 
captains and crew, assisted by 
contractors, will carry out main-
tenance and repairs. Any issues 
identified by the USCG will be 
addressed before the ferry re-
sumes service. Both the Valley 
View Ferry Authority and the 
Coast Guard emphasize their 
commitment to passenger and 
crew safety. 

According to the Valley View 
Ferry Authority, the dry dock 
process is projected to last one 
to two months, although delays 
caused by weather or unfore-
seen repairs may extend this 
timeline. Efforts will be made to 
return the ferry to service as 
quickly as possible. 

A free service funded by the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabi-
net, Madison and Jessamine 
counties’ fiscal courts, and the 
Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government, the Valley View 
Ferry is managed by a local au-
thority comprising residents and 
officials from the three counties 
it serves. 

Recognized as Kentucky’s 
oldest continuously operating 
business, the Valley View Ferry 
has a storied history dating back 
to its founding in 1785. 

 

Crittenden County’s 
tax discount is over; 
penalties start Jan. 1 

Crittenden County taxpayers 
who missed the November dis-
count period will now pay face 
value of their tax bills through-
out December. In January, there 
is a 5% penalty. After Jan. 31, 
there is a 10% penalty and an 
additional add-on fee to the 
sheriff for late collection. If you 
have not received your tax bill, 
contact the sheriff’s department. 

 

Bridge restricted on 
Thursday for repairs 

A temporary, daytime lane re-
striction along U.S. 62 in Liv-
ingston County will begin 
Thursday, Dec. 5. A crew plans 
to patch a pothole on the U.S. 62 
Cumberland River “Eureka High-
way” Bridge along U.S. 62 at mile 
point 2.85 near Lake City, as 
well as clean drains and gutter 
line. The work zone is expected 
to be in place starting at 8 a.m. 
and ending by 4 p.m. 

Appropriate caution is re-
quired where equipment, flag-
gers, and maintenance 
personnel are along the roadway 
in close proximity to traffic flow. 

The U.S. 62 Cumberland River 
Bridge, also known as the Blue 
Bridge, is at the Livingston-Lyon 
County Line immediately below 
Barkley Dam at Lake City. 

 

Apps for leadership 
program due Friday 

Applications for the third 
class of Leadership West Ken-
tucky are being accepted 
through Dec. 6.  

Crittenden County citizens in-
terested in growing leadership 
potential and joining an in-
formed network of citizens are 
encouraged to attend.  

Representatives from counties 
within the West Kentucky Re-
gional Chamber Alliance 
(WKRCA) will meet six times in 
various locations January 
through June and participate in 
tours, interactive exercises and 
class discussions throughout the 

multi-county WRCA area. 
The intent of Leadership West 

Kentucky is to introduce partici-
pants to regional topics such as 
transportation, education, eco-
nomic development, quality of 
life, advocacy, agriculture and 
tourism. 

The outcome of the program 
is increased skills, knowledge 
and perspective from a regional 
network.  

TVA is the presenting sponsor 
of the program, which will wel-
come 30 people into its third 
class in January. 

Apply or learn more at 
wkrca.org. 

 

KSP plans to conduct 
traffic checks in Dec. 

During December, Kentucky 
State Police (KSP) will be con-
ducting traffic safety check-
points throughout the Post 2 
district. Officers will be checking 
motorists for compliance with 
motor vehicle laws including 
driving under the influence 
statutes. KSP utilizes traffic 
safety checkpoints to promote 
safety for motorists using the 
public roadways and to provide 
a deterrent for those who violate 
Kentucky laws. 

The intent of a traffic safety 
checkpoint is to provide for a 
high visibility, public safety 
service, focusing on vehicular 
equipment deficiencies, con-
firming appropriate registration 
and insurance of vehicles and 
the valid licensing of drivers. Vi-
olations of law or other public 
safety issues that arise shall also 
be addressed. 

Drivers encountering a traffic 
safety checkpoint are requested 
to have their operator’s license, 
vehicle registration receipt and 
proof of insurance readily acces-
sible. Drivers with this informa-
tion in hand, those with no 
violations of law and minimal 
roadway congestion can reason-
ably expect to be delayed for 
only a brief time period. 

Listed below are the supervi-
sory-approved traffic safety 
checkpoint locations in the Ken-
tucky State Police, Post 2 dis-
trict.  
CALDWELL COUNTY 
• The Intersection Of KY 139 
And KY 70 
• KY 126 At KY 672 
• US 62 at the Lyon County line 
• US Highway 62 at Kentucky 
672 Intersection 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
• KY 297 At US 60 
• US 641 At Crayne 
• US 60 At KY 365 
• US 60 Near Livingston line 
• US 60 at View Road 
• US 60 at Union Co. line 
 
 

Learn Wreath making 
Crittenden County Extension 

is offering classes Dec. 9-11 
to make wreaths and ever-
green balls. Classes are held at 
the Extension Annex. Wreaths 
will be the project at 5:30 
p.m., Dec. 9 and 10 a.m., Dec. 
11. Evergreen balls will be cre-
ated at 10 a.m., and 5:30 p.m., 
Dec. 10. Registration is re-
quired by calling (270) 965-
5236. 

 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
December 5, 1974 
n Gareth Hardin, marshal for the Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade, displayed 
trophies that six marching bands would be competing 
for during the Saturday morning parade. More than 45 
entries, six bands, floats and antique cars were entered 
in the parade. 
n November births were recorded at the Crittenden 
County Hospital and the Salem Community Hospital, 
including Lisa Helen Underdown, Camilia Gaylene 
Adams, Billy James Bismore, Charity Ann McCandless, 
Angela Marie Brown, Alicia Carol Taylor and Shannon 
Sue Padgett. 
n With everyone watching the goal, Crittenden’s Julie 
Barnes went high into the air for a shot during action at 
Lyon County. Crittenden had little difficulty beating the 
hosts by a margin of 65-23.  
n Randy Poindexter, a senior member of the Critten-
den County High School football team, was named to 
the All Western Kentucky Conference Team for his play 
at linebacker during the season. The announcement 
came at a WKC meeting for coaches and school offi-
cials. Poindexter, who had previously been voted the 
team’s most valuable player, was 6 ft. tall and weighed 
190 pounds. He was the only member of the Rocket 
squad to be selected to the team from the Class A 
schools in the conference. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
December 9, 1999 
n Judy Winn and Mary Conrad hung greenery on the 
Living Christmas Tree’s wooden and wire frame in 
preparation for performances for the annual choral con-
cert at Fohs Hall. That year marked the first time artifi-
cial greenery was used to decorate the tree. A drought 
had made it impossible to find sufficient natural cover 
for the large spiral stage. The cast included Betty Lynn, 
Pat Guess, Pauline Stegall, Donna Butler, Dorris Brant-
ley, Suzanne Goad, Renee Marian, Renee Wilson, 
Nancy Robertson, Pipia Orendoff, Linda Owen, Sandra 
Belt, Shane Waters, Susan Purvis, Barry Gilbert, Larry 
Maness, Kay Kirby, Kim Pyle, Rhonda Brown, Debbie 
Wicker, Stephanie Alexander, Charlotte Nesbitt, Judy 
Connell, Linda Boone, Denise Lynn, Mary Helen 
Hodges, Gordon Guess, Patty Gilbert, Mick Alexander, 
Perry Newcom, David Maclin, Tony Travis, Gareth 
Hardin, Donald Foster, Phillip Maddux, Dulcie Hardin, 
Chris Clarke, Steve Davidson, Duke Owen, Howard 
Hodge and Janet Maddux. 
n The Crittenden County High School speech team 
placed fifth at the Hopkinsville Tiger Invitational. Partici-
pants were Dusty Witherspoon, Jackie Cook, Mauri 
Systo, Martin Schiller and Susan Towery. Witherspoon 
and Systo made it to the final round of the competition; 
Schiller placed second in solo acting; Cook second in 
humorous interpretation; and Schiller and Towery 
placed third in duo interpretation. 
n Rocket Junior Justin Crider applied defensive pres-
sure at mid court against Lyon County, but it was 
Crider’s offense that had been turning heads. The for-
ward averaged 15 points through three games. Critten-
den County’s Kyle Hart was pictured driving to the 
basket during a home victory over district foe Lyon 
County. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
December 4, 2014 
n Cathy Hunt and Pat Moore, members of Beta Sigma 
Phi women’s societal sorority in Marion, decorated the 
gazebo at the courthouse, giving it some Christmas 
dressing ahead of the Christmas parade that would 
pass along Main Street. 
n Crittenden County’s FFA Chapter participated in two 
regional contests and one regional invitational event. 
The chapter took six local members to participate. The 
Agricultural Sales team consisting of Jessi Brewer, 
Alyssa Curtis, Cali Parish and Alexis Tabor competed 
against eight other teams in the region and placed first. 
They were to represent the region the following June at 
the Kentucky State FFA Convention. Placing second in 
the Job Interview category was Kasey Herrin. Em-
malea Barnes participated in the FFA Creed Speaking 
event. While the students were not ranked, Barnes re-
ceived positive comments on her presentation from 
judges.  
n First graders at Crittenden County Elementary 
School were recipients of FitPro Ball Chairs thanks to a 
donation made by Ronald McDonald charities. The 
chairs were to help students with attentiveness, build-
ing motor skills, strength and balance. Stephanie 
Maness, general manager of McDonald’s in Marion, 
and Teresa Copeland, supervisor of the restaurant, 
presented first-grade teacher Daphne James, along 
with students Andrea Federico, Jaxon Belt, Brianna 
Walker, Quinn Summers and Rianna Maness with a 
$1,834.71 check to purchase the chairs.  
  

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Haynes & Taylor debuted soda fountain

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

After the disastrous 
昀re of March 1905, the 
businessmen of Marion 
didn’t waste any time in 
rebuilding the burned 
out store buildings. Ac-
cording to the article in 
The Crittenden Record 
Press, all the store build-
ings on Carlisle Street, 
then called Bank Street, 
were burned out.  

 The newly rebuilt Mar-
ion Post Of昀ce building 
would soon be complet-
ed. The Haynes and Tay-
lor Drug Store was look-
ing forward to moving 
into the corner rooms.   

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Record 
Press, we can read about 
this exciting time.

–––
May 12, 1905

We wish to call 
the attention of 
our readers to 
the change in 
the R. F. Haynes 
drug business. 
Mr. Haynes, who 
is known all over 
more than just 
this county as 
one of Marion’s 
most popular 
druggists, and 
being especial-
ly noted locally 
as the dispens-
er of the famous 
drink, Coca 
Cola, has sold a 
one-half interest 
in his business 
to Creed Taylor.  

When the new Marion 
is built, this 昀rm will be 
found occupying one of 
the 昀nest business hous-
es in the busiest part of 
the city, and we predict 
that it will be one of the 
permanent strong 昀x-
tures of the new and bet-
ter Marion.

–––
May 26, 1905

Haynes & Taylor 
bought of American Soda 
Fountain Co. of Bos-
ton, Mass., Tuesday, a 
$2,000 Innovation Soda 
Fountain. This foun-
tain is the only radical 
change which has been 
made is soda fountains 
for the past 75 years. 
The innovation is an ap-
paratus combining beau-
ty, sanitation and con-
venience.  The syrup is 
drawn from the counter 
out of porcelain jars in-
stead of the old time met-
al containers of the wall 
apparatus. Back of the 
counter appears the mir-
rors supported by onyx 
pilasters and oriental 
lights with leaded glass. 
The wood top is a beauti-
ful white enameled effect 
laid in gold which makes 
a pleasant contrast and 
stimulates the brain as 
well as tickles the palate.

The purchase of such 
a fountain by this 昀rm is 
in keeping with the pro-
gressive spirit of our city.  
When this fountain is in-
stalled, Haynes & Taylor 
will have an opening and 
give souvenirs to all la-
dies in attendance. The 
American Soda Fountain 
Co., is the largest manu-
facturer of fountains in 
the world and Louisville, 
Lexington and Covington 
are the only cities in the 
state where this type of 
fountain is installed.

–––
October 6, 1905 – 

Grand Opening Day
Mighty Throng In-

scribed Their Names at 
Elaborate Opening of 
Haynes & Taylor In New 
Quarters On Bank Street

It was also registra-
tion day for the ladies 
at Haynes & Taylor’s 
beautiful new drug store. 
This popular 昀rm is ever 
equal to an emergen-
cy and registration day 
was no exception to the 
rule for they were “there 
with the goods” and a 
ready scheme for the 
oppressed believers in 
woman’s rights.

Pretty Misses El-
lis Gray and Mildred 
Haynes presided over the 
registration table where 
every lady and misses in 
the city was requested to 

come and inscribe their 
names, after which they 
would be given a nice box 
of Freeman’s ace powder 
or a bottle of delicate per-
fume, especially reserved 
for them.

At the close of the 
day, by actual count the 
books showed a total of 
over 500 ladies regis-
tered. No voter, lady or 
gentleman can boast of 
ever having been treated 
more hospitably at the 
polls, nor were the polls 
ever so elaborately or 
beautifully furnished.

Tuesday was the for-
mal opening day for 
Messrs Haynes & Taylor 
and from early morn-
ing until late at night a 
steady stream of visitors 
昀owed in and out in-

specting their 
lovely quar-
ters and par-
taking of their 
hospitality.

Souvenirs 
of powder and 
perfume were 
given to every 
lady who vis-
ited the store 
and drinks 
and cream 
were served 
free of charge.

Curtis Ash-
er presided 
over the soda 
fountain with 
the accom-
modation and 
p o l i t e n e s s 

which marked him as 
being the master hand in 
dealing with the ladies.

This store is one of the 
largest, most commodi-
ous and one of the 昀nest 
locations for a drug store 
in town.  The store runs 
60 feet back and has a 
total of 2,080 square feet 
of 昀oor space. The im-
mense plate glass win-
dow in front measures 
150 inches in width, 
which provides for the 
largest front show case 
window space of any 
store in town or any store 
of its size in Kentucky. 
This show case contains 
an elaborate display of 
Freeman face powder ar-
ranged with a taste and 
design which give it as 
especially pretty appear-
ance.

As you enter the large 
door which opens at the 
corner of the store you 
come upon the large 昀oor 
show case directly in the 
middle of the room. This 
case is reserved for toilet 
articles alone. The other 
show cases are on each 
side of the store and ex-
tend the full length of the 
latter. On the left of the 
cigar case back of which 
is the perfume, powder 
and toilet cream case 
and still further back in 
a case containing sun-
dries of every descrip-
tion. Just across on the 
right side is the perfume 
case, stationery case and 
notion case.

The wall 昀xtures are 
reserved for the drugs. 
On the left are the patent 
medicines back of which 
and to the rear of the 

prescription counter are 
the 昀uid extracts. On the 
right is the tincture de-
partment and back of the 
prescription case a large 
room cabinet for school 
books.

The glass doors to the 
wall 昀xtures and show 
cases are ball bearing 
sliding doors, the lat-
est improvement in this 
line.  All the 昀xtures are 
of highly polished oak 
beautifully 昀nished.

In the prescription 
case is a beautiful plate 
glass mirror the full 
length of the case and on 
either side are diamond 
shaped ornaments of 
French bevel glass. The 
opening in the prescrip-
tion department on ei-
ther side are hung with 
the handsomest of heavy 
portieres.

The entire 昀oor from 
front to back is covered 
with linoleum of a stylish 
pattern.

And most important of 
all and that which over-
laps everything else in 

beauty and grandeur, is 
the gorgeous new soda 
fountain.

In addition to the little 
stools around the foun-
tain there are placed at 
the rear two little tables 
arranged to seat four 
people and are for those 
who prefer them to stay-
ing at the fountain. The 
tables and chairs are 
made to match each oth-
er and are of oak 昀nish 
with oxidized brass trim-
mings. And over all this 
beauty and loveliness, 
large electric arc-bursts 
throw radiance, which is 
irresistible to the passer-
by.

And among other 
things should be men-
tioned the exquisite 
perfume case that will 
be found just to the left 
of the fountain and the 
modern tobacco case 
along the side of the ci-
gar cases.

In all, the Haynes & 
Taylor opening was an 
excellent affair and will 
be remembered with 

pleasure by all who at-
tended.

–––
The Haynes & Tay-

lor Drug Store stayed in 
business in this loca-
tion for 22 years, begin-
ning business in the new 
store in May of 1905. 
The business must have 
closed in 1927, for Mr. 
Haynes sold the build-
ing to S. M. Jenkins, and 
had vacated the store by 
1928. 

In May 1928 the store 
rooms of the drug store 
had been remodeled and 
redecorated and were 
getting ready to welcome 
a new variety store in 

this location. The name 
of the new store would be 
Pugh’s Variety Store. The 
proprietor of this new 
store was Charles W. 
Pugh of Sturgis. He also 
had a Variety Store in 
Sturgis and Clay.  Mr. J. 
H. Jones, from Paducah, 
was named the manager 
of the new store.

In the near future this 
variety store would pur-
chase the Ben Frank-
lin franchise and later 
would move to the former 
Ben Franklin location on 
Main Street in 1932.

–––
I have pictures of the 

old Orme Drug store 
where Botanicals is to-
day, and the beloved 
City Drug Store building 
sitting empty today, but 
I’ve never seen any pic-
tures of the inside of the 
Haynes and Taylor Drug 
Store.  It must have been 
a beauty in its day and 
now is part of Marion’s 
forgotten history. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The Haynes & Taylor ad that 
appeared in The Crittenden 
Press in October 1905 told 
of its new location and the 
items and refreshments 
available for purchase.

The new post of昀ce building, as it was known, was the 
home of the new Haynes & Taylor Drug Store.  It occupied 
the corner location and had an impressive plate glass 
window to display wares.
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The historical mark-
er programs around the 
world and across our na-
tion are a great gift to us 
and to future 
g ene ra t i ons . 
They are a help 
for those who 
are interest-
ed in learning 
more about 
where they are 
and what their 
eyes are see-
ing. They give 
meaning and 
life to places 
and buildings 
that we might 
otherwise pass 
by and never 
know their im-
portance in the 
story of their 
c o m m u n i t y . 
This is a con-
crete example of what it 
means to have our eyes 
adjusted in a way that 
adds depth and under-
standing to our lives. I 
know the regret of visit-
ing a place and being im-
pressed but because of 
lack of preparation I did 
not feel the full effect. 

I am impressed by 
natural wonders – wa-
terfalls and rugged 
coastlines being among 
my favorites. I enjoy the 
woods but have come to 
enjoy it more as I have 
learned what produc-
es the various sounds I 
hear and what some of 
them mean. The more 
we know about a thing, 
whatever it is, the more 
we see. This is a strong 
argument for continuing 
to learn after we have 
昀nished with formal ed-
ucation – which should 
teach us how to be-
gin the process of truly 
learning.

With human beings, 
seeing and being seen 
is a complicated and po-
tentially painful process. 
I 昀rmly believe it is worth 
the complexity and the 
risk. There are few great-
er blessings in this world 
than to be seen, under-
stood, and loved despite 
our exposed scars. 

I have come to believe 
a couple of things about 
most human beings I 
encounter. First, most 
people really do want to 

do good. Second, most 
people have experienced 
deep pain at least once 
in their lives that has 

left a scar and 
never quite 
healed proper-
ly. Sometimes 
that pain gets 
in the way of 
life. Often that 
pain is never 
given oppor-
tunity to heal 
because a safe 
place has not 
been found. 

It is a worthy 
goal for every 
person to de-
velop eyes to 
see the pain of 
others with the 
goal of being a 
safe place to 
heal or relax. 

There are a few things 
that have helped me in 
my journey toward that 
goal.

First, understand that 
we are fully known by 
God, and he still loves us 
and will accept us if we 
have faith in him. Psalm 
139 says,

“O Lord, you have 
searched me and known 
me!

You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up;

you discern my 
thoughts from afar.

You know out my path 
and my lying down,

and are acquainted 
with all my ways.

Even before a word is 
on my tongue,

lo, O Lord, you already 
know it.

You are me behind and 
before,

and lay your hand 
upon me.

Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me;

it is high, I cannot at-
tain it.”

Second, humility is 
a necessary quality for 
empathy and under-
standing. Without hu-
mility we cannot see oth-
ers as our equal. We will 
not be able to begin to 
see life from their point 
of view or to hear what 
they are saying. A lack 
of humility stunts our 
social growth as human 
beings. 

Third, I must be will-

ing to risk sharing parts 
of myself that I am not 
proud of. It is always a 
risk because people can 
hurt us with that in-
formation. It is wise to 
begin with those things 
that are less painful 
and already dealt with 
in a healthy way. Trans-
parency will connect us 
more deeply to others far 
more than being obscure 
or cagey. 

Lastly, we must be 
trustworthy and lov-
ing toward all people; 
whether we think they 
deserve it or not. Even 
if they do not, it may 
be that over time they 
will change because of 
how we approach them. 
If they do not change, 
they will get the end they 
have earned, but we will 
not have contributed to 
it.

This is a season of 
thanksgiving, advent, 
and remembrance of the 
birth of the Christ. This 
is followed quickly by 
the beginning of a New 
Year. What a gift the cal-
endar has given us that 
we have an annual time 
to re昀ect and reset if we 
choose. This is a time for 
forgiveness and connect-
ing.

We pass by people ev-
ery day who have the 
same problems that we 
do. They are our fellow 
shoppers. They drive 
with us on the roads. 
They work in the shops 
and restaurants and 
deliver our packages. 
We are all around each 
other. As a word of en-
couragement, I share 
this short poem by the 
children’s author Shel 
Silverstein (1930-1999).

Masks 
She had blue skin,
And so did he.
He kept it hid
And so did she.
They searched for blue
Their whole life 

through,
Then passed right by-
And never knew. 
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Being seen is a blessing
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
When the Bible speaks, God speaks

Question:  Why aren’t 
the Old Testament books 
placed in the chronologi-
cal order they were writ-
ten in?

Answer: The 39 
books of the Old Testa-
ment were not arranged 
according to when they 
were written. If they had 
been Job would have 
been placed more to-
ward its beginning. Even 
though it’s time of writing 
is unknown, it seems 
Job lived about the time 
of Abraham. Ezra and 
Nehemiah were written 
between 450—400 B. C. 
Instead of being placed 
at the end of the Old Tes-
tament, they are placed 
near its center.

Its books were ar-
ranged according to what 
kind of literature that 
composes them. The 昀rst 
14 books from Genesis 
to Esther are books of 
history. Job to Song of 
Solomon are books of 
poetry and the last 17 are 
books of prophecy. Once 
in their literary groups, 
they are arranged ac-
cording to the historical 
contents in each one.

No matter what or-

der the books are placed 
in the Old Testament, they 
are still inspired by God (2 
Tim. 3:16). “The Bible is 
the Word of God,” taught 
theologian B.B. War昀eld, “in 
such a way that when the 
Bible speaks, God speaks.”

I encourage you to read 
the Bible daily. Both the 
Old and New Testament 
are God’s holy Word. It has 
been said, “This book (the 
Bible) will keep you from 
sin, or sin will keep you 
from this book.” That’s still 
true today. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

ELLINGTON D
ETAILING

119 West Gum Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-9090
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for sale
Highland Brown laying hens 
for sale, $6 each. (270) 704-
1766 or (910) 674-5455. 
(5t-51-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing in 
The Crittenden Press! Call 
(270) 965-3191 to post a 

classi昀ed ad.

sales
VFW Post 12022 yard sale, 
412 N. College St., Marion,  
Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m.-
? (1t-49-p)

for rent
2 bedroom, 1 bath duplex 
$550 rent, $550 deposit. 
(270) 704-3234. (49-tfc) je

1 bedroom ef昀ciency apart-
ment, includes all utilities 
$550.00 rent $550.00 de-
posit. (270) 704-3234. (49-
tfc) je

services
Need dirt work done or have 
timber that needs cut? We 
do it all! Give us a call for 
ponds, dirt work, food plots 
and cut timber. Reason-
able rates. (270) 213-1968. 
(4t-49-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Con-
crete Construction. (12t-4-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classi昀ed de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education is ac-
cepting sealed bids for the 
following lots:
Lot 1: Preschool Tech 
Desk – white and blue 
(46Lx28Wx30H)
Lot 2: 2 - Preschool Tech 
Tables – wooden (41Lx-
29Wx22H)
Lot 3:  2 - Small pre-
school chairs
Lot 4: Wooden Toy Doll-
house
Lot 5: Toy Shopping Cart
Lot 6: 3 - Preschool 
Wooden Tables (47Lx-
29Wx21H)
Lot 7: 7 – Preschool 
Lunch Tables (72Lx-
28Wx30H)
Lot 8: Coat Cubby with 5 
Hooks (48Wx48H)
Sealed bids must be sub-
mitted to CCBOE at 601 
West Elm Street, Marion, 
Kentucky  42064 by Friday, 
December 13, 2024 at 1:00 
p.m. at which time they will 
be opened.  Sealed bids 
must include the lot num-
ber(s) for which you are bid-
ding.  For more information, 
contact Brian Kirby at 270-
704-1166.
Crittenden County Board 
of Education reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids. 
(1t-49-c)
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT 
Despite some foul trouble 

in its first game of the sea-
son, Crittenden County dom-
inated Caldwell County 
66-41 Monday at Princeton 
by focusing on its inside 
game. 

Center Bristyn Rushing 
and guard Anna Boone were 
whistled for a couple of fouls 
in the first half, leading to 
some bench time as a pre-
cautionary measure. Mean-
while, the rest of the Lady 
Rocket crew kicked up some 
dust and raced out to nearly 
a 20-point lead by halftime. 

The Lady Rockets used 
their superior size to domi-
nate inside, with backup cen-
ter Morgan Stewart 
contributing 12 points. When 
Rushing returned to the floor, 
she added 12 of her team-
high 19 points in the second 
half. It was a career-high for 
the junior, who averaged a 
half dozen points last season. 

CCHS showcased balanced 
scoring with four players in 
double figures on a night 
when its leading scorer, 
Boone, wasn’t one of them 
due to limited minutes from 

foul trouble. 
Crittenden has now beaten 

Caldwell six straight times. 
The Lady Rockets (1-0) are 

back in action for a rare 
Wednesday game at 6:30 
p.m. at Marshall County in 
the prestigious HoopFest 
Tournament. CCHS will face 
last year’s Fourth Region 
runner-up Todd Central (1-
0), which beat McLean 

County 63-44 on Monday. 
In another scheduling note, 

the boys’ and girls’ double-
header scheduled for Friday 
at home against Union 
County has been moved to 
Thursday because of Union’s 
advancement in the state 
football playoffs.  
Crittenden County  19   34   53  66  
Caldwell County      6    17   31  41  
CRITTENDEN – Rushing 19, Stewart 

12, Federico 11, Evans 11, Hodge 6,
Boone 5, Holeman 2. 3-pointers 2
(Evans, Federico). FT 10-15. 
CALDWELL – Butts 19, Aikins 7,
McCoy 6, Clark 6 M. Thomas 2. 3-
pointers 7 (Butts 3, Aikins 2, Clark 2).
FT 6-8. 

BASKETBALL 

UPCOMING GAMES  
AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT 

BOYS 
Dec 5 Lyon vs Christian at CFSB 
Dec 6 Crittenden hosts Union County 
Dec 6 Livingston hosts Fort Campbell 
Dec 6 Trigg at Todd County Central 
Dec 10 Livingston at Lyon County 
Dec 10 Lyon hosts Livingston Central 
Dec 10 Trigg hosts Crittenden County 

GIRLS 
Dec 5 Lyon at Graves County 
Dec 6 Livingston at Muhlenberg Co. 
Dec 5 Crittenden hosts Union County 
Dec 10 Livingston at Lyon County 
Dec 10 Trigg hosts Crittenden 
Dec 10 Lyon hosts Livingston Central 
 
FOOTBALL 

KHSAA Playoffs  
LAST WEEK’S PLAYOFF SCORES 

Class A  
Raceland 14, Kentucky Country Day 0 
Sayre 35, Campbellsville 14 
Class 2A 
Owensboro Catholic 27, Somerset 14 
Beechwood 44, Lexington Christian 24 
Class 3A 
Christian Academy 50, Lex. Catholic 14 
Union County 43, Belfry 21 
Class 4A  
Paducah Tilghman 31, Corbin 14 
Franklin County 14, Covington Catholic 10 
Class 5A 
Bowling Green 31, South Warren 28 
Cooper 61, Highlands 23 
Class 6A 
Ryle 35, Great Crossing 7 
Trinity 17, Frederick Douglass 0 
 

State Championship Games 
Friday, December 6 

at Kroger Field in Lexington 
all times CST 

Class A 
Raceland vs. Sayre, 11am  
Class 2A 
Owensboro Catholic vs. Beechwood, 3pm 
Class 4A 
Franklin Co. vs. Paducah Tilghman, 7pm 
 

Saturday, December 7 
Class 3A 
Christian Academy vs. Union Co., 11am 
Class 6A 
Ryle vs. Louisville Trinity, 3pm 
Class 5A 
Cooper vs. Bowling Green, 7pm 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Deer Archery               Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Turkey Archery            Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Deer Crossbow          Sept. 21 - Jan. 20 
Raccoon                        Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Turkey Crossbow         Nov. 9 - Dec. 31 
Rabbit                         Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Quail                           Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Raccoon Trapping      Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 
Woodcock                   Nov. 11 - Dec. 11 
Bobcat                        Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Squirrel Fall                Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Dove                            Nov. 28 - Dec. 8 
Duck                             Nov. 28 - Dec. 1 
Canada Goose           Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Duck                             Dec. 7 - Jan. 31 
Turkey Shotgun                      Dec. 7-13 
Deer Muzzleloader               Dec. 14-22 
Dove                           Dec. 21 - Jan. 12 
Deer Youth Free                   Dec. 28-29 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 

Hayden Hughes harvested this 7-point 
buck on the last day of deer rifle season. 
Next up for whitetail enthusiasts is the 
blackpowder season, which runs from 
Dec. 14 through Dec. 22. 
 
MOTORCYCLING 

Arenacross at Sturgis 

  Western Kentucky Arenacross will host 
an indoor winter race series Friday, Dec. 6 
and Saturday, Dec. 7 at Union County 
Expo Center in Sturgis. 

 
FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 

www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 
@CrittendenPress on Twitter 

CrittendenPress/youtube.com 
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Rockets search 
for offense as 
Trojans rain 3s
STAFF REPORT 

It was a tough start for the Rockets as they 
looked for offense from a lineup that’s plenty 
deep but limited in scoring experience. 

Webster County held Crittenden County score-
less in the first quarter, and by halftime, only 
senior CamRon Belcher and freshman Hudson 
Stokes had a basket apiece as CCHS trailed 49-
14. 

Belcher finished with a game-high eight points, 
and center Chase Conyer added five. 

The Trojans used pinpoint shooting, nailing 14 
threes to bury the Rockets early. CCHS had no 
three-pointers in the game. 

Crittenden County will host Union County on 
Thursday. The game was originally set for Friday 
but has been moved up a day because of Union’s 
advancement to the Class 3A state football cham-
pionship. 

The Rockets will have to find some offense 
quickly, however, as they open Fifth District play 
on Tuesday at Trigg County. 

 
Webster County      28    49    59  72 
Criitenden County    0      4     12  18 
WEBSTER – Bardwell 3, Austin 28, Hardison 5, Davis 6, McDyer 
11, Phelps 6, Alstadt 12, Hardrick, Messamore 1. 3-poiners 14. 
FT 4-9. 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue, Belcher 8, Candelario, Poindexter, 
Conyer 5, Porter 1, Dayberry, Stokes 2, Young 2, Thomas, 
C.Poindexter, Travis. 3-pointers 0. FT 4-10.

Rocket guard CamRon Belcher drives to the basket during a recent presea-
son scrimmage at Rocket Arena.

Girls go low to beat Caldwell in opener

Coach Shannon Hodge, starting her 32nd season as the Lady 
Rocket skipper, had to go to her bench early in the season-
opening win at Caldwell County.

Bristyn Rushing drives to the
basket for one of her career-
high nine field goals in the
game.

8th Grade Lady Rockets 
Crittenden 33, Dawson Springs 4 

Champion 12, Grau, 4, Kemmer 2,
Martin 6, O. Mattingly 7, Mela Kate
Penn 2. 

Crittenden 35, Livingston 25 
Champion 5, Rich 5, Grau 8, Kemmer
2, A. Mattingly 7, Martin 8. 

Crittenden 27, Caldwell 26 
Champion 10, Rich 2, Grau, 6, Kemmer
1, A. Mattingly 2, Martin 7. 

7th Grade Lady Rockets 
Livingston 21, Crittenden 9 

O. Mattingly 2, Mela Kate Penn 2,
Fiona Lowden 5. 

Caldwell 29, Crittenden 17 
O. Mattingly 6, Nelson 3, Penn 6,
Louden 2. 
 

8th Grade Rockets 
Crittenden 48, Trigg 10 

Bryant 8, Bumpus 9, Topp 5, Hutchison
5, Myers 14, Champion 4, Collins 1. 

Caldwell 43, Crittenden 23 
Bryant 12, Bumpus 4, Topp 3, Hutchi-
son 2, Champion 2. 

7th Grade Rockets 
Crittenden 30, Trigg 22 

Myers 13, Maraman 6, Adamson 3,
Brown 7, Merrill 2. 

Caldwell 44, Crittenden 13 
Myers 6, Maraman 2, Taylor 5.

Heading to Postseason 
Crittenden County Middle School’s basketball season will 
be winding down this month. Pictured above is eighth-
grader Sarah Grau (5) operating against a Caldwell 
County defender during a recent game at Marion. At right 
is eighth-grade guard Abigail Champion looking inside for 
an open teammate. The CCMS seventh grade girls open 
district play Thursday against Trigg County. The tourna-
ment is at Livingston County. The CCMS seventh-grade 
boys open with Lyon. The eighth-grade tournament is next 
week. PHOTOS BY ELIOT EVANS



Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2023 

99.25 
57.85 
12.78 
13.81 

183.75 
— 
— 

 
 

Montly Average 2023 
$105,704.89 

$85,958.25 
$8,245.58 

$14,880.00 
$666.67 
$296.00 

$208,736.23 
 
 

$14,986.67 
468.33 
$32.00 

15.44

Sept 2024 Avg 
68.27 
64.4 

18.43 
16.57 

167.67 
181 
161 

 
 

September 2024 
$72,376.32 

$110,124.00 
$14,863.91 
$17,784.00 
$1,696.00 

$192.00 
$217,036.23 

 
 

$15,904.00 
497 
32 

16.57 

Oct 2024 Avg 
62.9 
61.9 
19.3 

26 
170.1 

179 
173 

 
 

October 2024 
$68,948.34 

$109,440.00 
$13,829.15 
$19,152.00 

$1,696.00 
$448.00 

$213,513.49 
 
 

$25,792.00 
806 

32 
26 

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
November  21, 2024   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $32.00 

 
OCTOBER 
Total Receipts    $291,710.34 
Disbursements $296,714.08 
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Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   20.3            78.4           1.42    

   Sat., Nov. 30                 Sun., Nov. 3               Wed., Nov. 5

NOVEMBER 2024

                                           2024            2023          2022         2021          2020          2019 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n November 2024 saw a range of temperatures from almost 80 
degrees early in the month to just ahead of the teens by the last 
of the month. It was a tale of two climates, so to speak, from 
balmy afternoons of mercury rising into the 70s seven times and 
daily highs hovering in the mild 60s or higher for more than half 
of the month. Rain finally started to catch up with the norm in No-
vember as the county saw 4.8 inches and 11 days of measurable 
precipitation.

49.3 
23.9 
79.8 
1.1 

0.46 

51.7 
20.3 
78.4 
4.8 

1.42

47.1 
17.1 
79.5 
1.3 

0.42

44.6 
20.1 
70 
1.7 

0.44 

51.4 
25.8 
79.1 
2.66 
1.44

41.9 
7.7 

66.7 
6.33 
1.59

These figures reflect only revenue from housing and transportation dollars. See Receipts and Disbursments below for complete revenue figures 
\alendar                                  State Housing              Federal Housing                   Federal                 Lyon County             Other County           Weekender                Total Housing          Cost of County        County      County Inmate    Avg. Monthly 
  Year                                          Payments                        Payments                      Payments                  Payments                  Payments               Payments                    Payments                   Inmates            Inmate Days      Monthly Avg           Revenue 
2024  (10 months)              $820,524.12          $1,186,260.00        $140,872.23        $207,288.00         $15,994.00        $4,192.00          $2,375,240.35      $178,464.00      5,577           18.3        $237,524.04 
2023                           $1,268,458.62          $1,031,499.00          $98,947.00        $178,560.00           $8,000.00        $3,552.00          $2,504,834.79      $179,840.00      5,620         15.44        $208,736.23 
2022                           $1,065,502.68          $1,272,245.16          $92,859.33        $313,272.00         $34,272.00        $5,984.00          $2,691,275.84      $158,656.00      4,958         13.64        $224,272.99 
2021                              $931,644.18          $1,545,204.87        $108,780.87        $274,248.00           $3,584.00        $7,552.00          $2,765,233.05      $137,024.00      4,282         11.73        $230,436.09 
2020                           $1,125,611.96          $1,300,066.20        $109,268.20        $195,380.00           $7,226.67        $4,700.00          $2,608,048.88      $157,294.00      4,078           13.4        $217,337.40 

BY THE NUMBERS - CRITTENDEN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER HOUSING REVENUE

FY 22 FY23 FY24 July 2024 August 2024 September 2024 October 2024

State Inmates 82.5 95.6 91.89 71.93 74.26 70.13 68.27

Federal Inmates 80 59.5 65.02 66.83 70.1 64.68 64.4

Other County 23.58 18.16 16.9 20.6 21.81 20.03 18.43

Critt Inmates 15.25 19.43 16.7 21.9 16 13.94 16.57

Total avg daily 201.5 1192.8 190.59 181.26 182.17 168.78 167.67

JAIL 
Continued from page 1 

ous categories, with both de-
clines and modest increases 
observed in some populations. 
The accompanying data pro-
vide insight into the evolving 
dynamics of inmate demo-
graphics in recent years. 

State inmate numbers have 
dropped since FY22, reflecting 
a 17.25% fall by October 2024. 

Federal inmates figures saw 
an even sharper decline of 
19.5% since FY22. Although 
the federal inmate population 
has trended downward, rev-
enue from Uncle Sam has ac-
tually gone up in calendar year 
2024 because on Jan. 1 hous-
ing per diem increased from 
$49 to $57. Additionally, the 
county jail received this year 
an increase in the hourly fee 
the federal government pays 
for transporting its prisoners to 
and from court appearances.  

Over the past four years, fed-
eral inmates have made up be-
tween 30 to 40 percent of the 
jail’s population.  

Inmates housed for other 
counties has also dropped over 
the past two or three years, 
falling 21.84%. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
local county inmates is steadily 
increasing, placing a greater fi-
nancial burden on the county. 
Unlike inmates held for state, 
federal, or other county gov-
ernments – whose cost-plus is 
reimbursed – those detained 
for Crittenden County criminal 
cases represent a 100% net ex-
pense to the county. 

“I've got 172 beds that I can 
fill. And if we're filling 34 of 
them with county inmates that 
we're not receiving money for, I 
can't put anybody else in those 
beds,” the jailer said. 

When all categories are com-
bined, the detention center's 
daily population had decreased 
by 16.79% from FY22 levels to 
October of this year, but some 
of the older monthly figures are 
not actually average census 
numbers. They reflect a one-
day sample, so the compar-
isons could be a bit skewed 
based on a change in the 

monthly reporting format. 
The jailer says the overall de-

cline aligns with broader ef-
forts to reduce incarceration 
rates statewide and an effort to 
manage populations more ef-
fectively through diversion pro-
grams, probation policy and 
sentencing alternatives. 

“State inmates is the biggest 
deficit that we see,” Hayes said. 
“We’re seeing 30 fewer state in-
mates than what we used to 
see. And that’s across the 
board, that’s all the way across 
the state. They're trying to do 
more releases before trial. 
They're trying to keep people 
out of jail more." 

A review of financial data for 
January through October of 
this year reveals a total of 
$3,068,847.30 in receipts com-
pared to $3,214,151.51 in dis-
bursements, leaving a deficit of 
$145,304.21 for the 10-month 
period. Monthly revenues re-
mained relatively steady, rang-
ing from a low of $275,557.82 
in September to a peak of 
$359,549.77 in May. Expendi-
tures, however, showed more 

fluctuation, with the highest 
monthly total recorded in July 
at $455,073.94. 

The jailer said July is when 
many of the detention center’s 
annual contracts come due 
with providers for various serv-
ices. The facility is also aging, 
she said, built in 2007, costs 
are increasing to replace aging 
fixtures and appliances.  

While most months saw 
spending outpacing revenue, 
April and May were exceptions, 
with receipts slightly surpass-
ing disbursements.  

July’s expenses exceeded 
revenue by $147,283.44. 

Hayes says the political cli-
mate since the November elec-
tion is already indicating that 
more inmates will be moving 
through the system in the 
coming months. 

"I do think that the climate is 
shifting back. I have a feeling 
by the time they start arresting 
and doing the deportations, 
we're going to see an increase, 
for sure. I don’t think it’s time 
to panic. Yes, there are some 
challenges ahead, and inflation 

is the biggest one. Our food 
costs have doubled and utili-
ties are up 40 percent.” 

Payroll is also rising. Judge 
Newcom and Hayes both say 
that competition for employees 
is strong in the region because 
there are three state prisons 
nearby that compete for cor-
rections officers. Pay has to be 
competitive, or recruitment 
and retention of workers is 
made even more difficult, they 
say. The jail has 41 employees 
right now, including the jailer.  

Beyond the economic impact 
of the jail’s payroll, of great 
benefit to the community is the 
inmate work-release program. 

"We’ve been doing a lot with 
work crews. We’ve cleaned up 
bays for the animal shelter, 
helped repaint the Senior Cen-
ter, and assisted with the city’s 
leaf pickup,” Hayes said.  

Inmates also provide mowing 
for many publicly owned facili-
ties, including the 40-acre 
park, and also crews spent a 
few days this fall cleaning 
curbs and sidewalks in the 
city. 
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with utilities included, 
depending on renters’ fi-
nancial qualifications. 

Even without formal 
advertising, interest in 
the complex has surged, 
Myers said. 

"We’ve already got 40 
names on our contact list 
out of 48 units just by 
word of mouth.” 

Applications likely will  
open in early spring, with 
occupancy beginning 
once the initial phase is 
completed. The entire 
project should be com-
pleted by June or July. 
The contractor, which 
began work in August, 
had eight months to fin-
ish the project. 

Unlike other develop-
ments managed by 
Homeland, this complex 
has specific income 
thresholds and is not de-
signed for zero-income 
households.  

"People sometimes con-
fuse this with Belleville 
Manor, but this is differ-
ent. There are income 
and age qualifications be-
cause it's a tax credit 
housing development," 
Myers explained.  

Occupancy guidelines 
also limit the number of 
residents per unit, such 
as two people for a one-
bedroom or six for a 
three-bedroom. 

Myers says the project 
comes at a critical time 
for Crittenden County, 
identified as one of Ken-
tucky’s most under-
served areas for 
affordable housing dur-
ing a recent Opportu-
nity360 study. Myers 
said she routinely gets 
calls for people looking 
for housing. 

“They are people who 
are homeless,” or living 
in undesirable environ-
ments, she said. 

The property was an-
nexed into the city about 

a year ago to facilitate 
utility connections, in-
cluding sewer and water 
services. The developer 
has also committed to 
fully restoring McMican 
Road, which has been af-
fected by construction, to 
its original condition. The 
contractor has taken ad-
ditional steps to ensure 
adequate fire suppres-

sion systems in the area, 
and will be installing pri-
vacy fencing for nearby 
Country Drive residents, 
said Mayor D’Anna 
Browning.  

The mayor also said 
those additional sewer 
connections could poten-
tially help stave off fur-
ther environmental fees 
associated with the new 

sewer plant; and with the 
recent completion of the 
Lake George dam reha-
bilitation project, water 
supply is not the concern 
it was months ago. 

Once the project is 
done, McMican Road will 
be accepted into the city 
streets system.  

While the housing 
complex manager has 

been taking names to 
add to a contact list, 
there have been no appli-
cations taken at this 
time. The application will 
take a little time once it’s 
open. 

"It’s a pretty extensive 
process,” Myers said. “It 
starts with a background 
check.” 

DAILY AVG
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We’ve got spirit,  
How about you?
Show your school pride with every 
purchase and for a limited time, we’ll 
waive the debit card replacement fee.

Visit our Marion Banking Center 
today to get your Rocket debit card.

If you own any state univer-
sity, firefighter or other special 
license plate typically paid in 
December, next year, it will 
come due in your birth month. 
That means you could be pay-
ing tax and license twice within 
a few months. 

The statewide change by 
Kentucky Motor Vehicle Li-
censing is to align these regis-
trations with a statutory 
requirement for renewal in the 
owner's birth month. KRS 
186A.035 became official on 
July 15, 2024. 

It's important to remember 
that customers will still be 

paying annual licensing fees 
just once a year, as always – 
one time for the 12 months of 
2024, once for the 12 months 
2025, etc. But the transition 
will move the burden of pay-
ment closer together from this 
year to next. 

"We understand this stings 
for many of these drivers, espe-
cially those born in the first 

few months of the year," said 
Crittenden County Clerk Daryl 
K. Tabor. "But it does not cheat 
the customer of months al-
ready paid. You still get 365 
days of registration with each 
payment. 

"We will be reminding all 
those renewing in December of 
the change so that they can 
prepare for the change as best 
as possible." 

Customers born in January 
should get a year's reprieve but 
can expect to pay all renewal 
fees in December 2024, De-
cember 2025 and January 
2026 for the respective years of 

registration. If you were born 
in any other month, you 
should expect to pay in De-
cember 2024 and in 2025 in 
the month of your birthdate. 

If you share a vehicle title 
with another person whose 
birth month might be more ad-
vantageous by coming later in 
the year, county clerks can 
change the designated owner 
to that individual. However, all 
notifications related to that ve-
hicle will be addressed to the 
new designated owner. 

If you have questions, please 
feel free to call Crittenden 
County Clerk's office at 270-

965-3403. 
All plates affected by the 

change include: Amateur 
Radio, Congressional, Eastern 
Kentucky University, Emer-
gency Management, Fire-
fighter, Fraternal Order of 
Police, Judicial, Kentucky 
State University, Masonic 
Order, Morehead State Univer-
sity, Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity, Representative, 
Representative duplicate, Sen-
ator, Senator duplicate, Street 
Rod, personalize Street Rod, 
University of Kentucky, Uni-
versity of Louisville and West-
ern Kentucky State University.

Changes coming for custom license plate renewal 

Have a cup 
of coffee with 
Supt. Driver 

 
Crittenden County School 

Superintendent Tonya Driver 
is inviting the community to 
the next Coffee and Conversa-
tions event, continuing her ef-
forts to connect with residents 
and share updates on the 
school district. This month’s 
gathering will be from 7:30 to 
9 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 
88 Dip. 

During these informal morn-
ing coffee breaks, Supt. Driver 
discusses district initiatives, 
listens to community feedback 
and answers questions from 
attendees. As an added treat, 
the district will be buying cof-
fee for patrons who join the 
conversation during the event. 

The November Coffee and 
Conversations was held at 
Candy’s Kitchen (pictured 
above) where Supt. Driver is 
shown have a discussion with 
community members, includ-
ing Shawn Stinnett, about 
school programs and upcom-
ing projects.  
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